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FLYING SAUCERS

=are they myths?
Review Y the long corridors of his-

Jack Evans

ONALD H. MEN.-
ZEL, Herverd
University professor,
has done one of the
greatest aond most
urgently needed de-
bunking jobs of the
decede in his book
“Flying Saucers.”’

In 300 pages he not
only dissipates ALL the
flying saucer tales, ex-
poses the weird stories
about the little green
men from Venus; but he
destroys scores of other
myths, some of them
hoary with age.

He even corrects the
prophet Ezekiel (6800
B.C.) on a matter of two
visions of angels “burn-
ing like coals of fire.”

Professor Menzel has

chased flying saucer stories
all over the world and down

tha lame savsidane =f ki
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tory.

He checked hundreds of
reports of strange appari-
tions in the skies, signs in
the heavens, and strange fly-

ing objects,
*

HE went after the
saucers as well

equipped as any man
could be — he is a profes-
sor of astrophysics—and has
probably spent much more
time unusual hap-
penings in the skies than
any of the amateur observers
who burst into the public eye
and ear with unsclentific,
ultra-sensational reports.

He analysed the sightings,
applied his own scientific
knowledge, and — Boom!
Another flying saucer, angel,
or fire-breathing, flying
dragon exploded into misty
nothingness.

His amazement at the
public’'s complete readiness
to swallow the most impos-
sible fictions, and then to de-
fend them as fact, shows
very frequently. But he does

not accuse all saucer ob-
servers of suffering from
hallucinations.

There have been too many
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There have been too many
reports, and too many cor-
responding points between

reports of different ob-
servers.

Professor Menzel says
there must be something
there to cause the m
But lt. might A
from mock uun or a
mther balloon to a plece
of paper, or even light
nlckerln% in reflections from
minute - blood capillaries of
the eyes,

He says: :
® “Flying saucers do erist,
® “Have been 3een,
® “Are not wheat prnp-‘r

thought they were.”

Flying saucers are per-
fectly natural phenomena.

80, for Instance, are
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Is this a flying saucer? No — a take.

Ezekiel's els. The profes-
sor says, “The agreement be-
tween Ezekiel's vision and a
modern description of a de-
luxe model exhibition of
mock suns with attendant
glorfes is. to my mind, com-
pletely convincing.”

For people who don't know
what “mock suns” *“sun-
dogs,” or ‘“glories"” are,
there are ample {llustrations.
Most readers will find them
completely convineing, too.

Discussing the story—it got
world-wide publicity—about
the little green men from |
Venus who manned three of
the saucers, Professor Men-
rel is at hl.n best.

He must have spent
months painstakingly col-
lecting the information |
needed Lo ex this hoax. |

He kills off the little green |

men just as effectively as he
shoots down the

flying
saucers.

He traced the “green men”
story back to a fantastic
lecture given by a visitor Lo
& clasa at Denver Univer-
sity, U.S.A., in May, 1850, .

He found the lecturer, an
oil prospectof named New-
ton. He thinks that Newton
was startled at the tremen-
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was startled at the tremen-
dous interest in his tall tale,
and at the vast gullibility of
the publie.

If Newton had remem-
bered the panic Orson
Welles caused with his “In-
vasion from Mars,"” broad-
cast one Bunday in 1938, he

wouldn't have been sur-
prised.

Professor Menzel criticises
the United BStates military
authorities, particularly the
Air Force. Their needless
secrecy has caused much un-
necessary fear among the
publie.

The Americen public—and
' to some extent the Australian
public, to0o — iz afraid of
saucers. It would have
needed only an extra touch
to trigger a nation-wide
panic in U.8.A. at the height
of the saucer scare,

Ihis {s not the first time
the world has been attacked
by flying saucers. There
was a scare In 1887. They
called it a phantom airship
then.

Airship mysteria spread
over the whole UBA. In
some places it caused relj-
gious revivals, because many
people belleved that the end
of the wnrld wWaAs at hnnd

I - L [ g,
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O LNe WwOria Was Al nhana. e T R U e
And, as in 1947, irreverent| by Donald H. Menzel. |
hoaxers and jokers jum London, Putnam and

on the waggon—or airship.
Then there was the great Co. Ltd. Australian

saucer of 1882—a body cal-| price, approx. 35/, |
culated to be about 70 miles s e ———
long, 10 miles wide, and with
R speed of about 10 mlles a
second. Professor Menzel
has the answer to that one,
too. And to the unknown
lights of Japan. whirh have
for centuries misled ships’

masters off the Japanese
coast.
*

QOME of the most in-
| 3

teresting chapters ot

the book are those in

which Professor Menzel dis-
cusses heavenly appearances
such as ‘'sub-suns, sundogs.
solar halos, swords and
crosses in the sky,~ and
simple little questions like
“How far away i= the rain-
bow?"

In place of the flying
saucers he puts a whole
range of intensely interest-
ing and observable pheno-
mena.

He suggests common-sense
tests for checking and re-
cording the appearance of
any unusual heavenly hap-
penings.

For anvone still uncon-
vinced, there are 10 pages
of mathematics at the end
of the book. Those pages
alone are enough o send
flving saucer sightings down
to sero.

FLYING SAUCERS,

hy TManald I Wasmeal
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