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FLYING SAUCERS
- are they myths?
Reviewedby

Jack Evans

DONALDH. MEN-
ZEL, Harvard

Universityprofessor,
has doneone of the
greatestand most
urgentlyneededde-
bunkingjobs of the
decadein his book

"FlyingSaucers."

In 300 pageshe not
only dissipatesALL the
flyingsaucertales,ex-
poses the weird stories

about the littlegreen
men from Venus;but he
destroysscoresof other
myths,some of them
hoarywith age.

He even correctsthe

prophet Ezekiel (600
B.C.)on a matterof two
visionsof angels"burn-
ing likecoalsof fire."

ProfessorMenzel has
chased flying saucer stories
all over the worldand down

the long corridorsof his-
tory.

He checkedhundredsof
reportsof strange appari-
tionsin the skies,signsin
the heavens,and strangefly-
ing objects.

HE went after the

saucers as well
equippedas any man
couldbe - he is a profes-

sor of
astrophysics-and

has
probablyspent much more
time observingunusualhap-
peningsin the skies than
any of the amateurobservers

who burstintothe publiceye
and ear with

unscientific,

ultra-sensationalreports.

He analysedthe sightings,

appliedhis own scientific

knowledge, and - Boom!
Another flyingsaucer, angel,
or fire-breathing,flying
dragonexplodedinto misty
nothingness.

His amazementat the
public's complete readiness
to swallowthe most impos-
siblefictions,

and thento de-
fend them as fact,shows
very

frequently.

But he does
not accuseall saucerob-
servers of sufferingfrom
hallucinations.
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Therehave been too many
reports,and too many cor-
respondingpoints between

reports of differentob-
servers. .

ProfessorMenzel says
there must be something

there to cause the reports.

But it mightbe anything

from a mock sun or a
weatherballoonto a piece
of paper,or even light
flickeringin reflectionsfrom
minuteblood capillariesof
the eyes.

He says:

. "Flying saucers do exist,

. "Havebeen seen,

. "Are not what people

thoughtthey were."
Flying saucers are per-

fectly natural phenomena.

So. for instance,are
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Is thisa flying saucer?No - a fake.

Ezekiel'sangels. The profes-

sor says, "The agreementbe-
tween Ezekiel'svisionand a
moderndescription

of a de-
luxe model exhibitionof
mock suns with attendant
gloriesis, to my mind,com-
pletely convincing."

For peoplewho don'tknow
what "mock suns," "sun

dogs," or "glories"are,
there are ample

illustrations.

Most readerswill find them
completely convincing, too.

Discussingthe story-itgot
world-wide publicity-about
the littlegreenmen from
Venus who mannedthree of

the saucers,Professor Men-
zel is at his best.

He must have spent
months painstakinglycol-
lecting the information

neededto exposethis hoax.
He killsoff the littlegreen

men justas
effectively

as he

shoots down the flying
saucers.

He tracedthe "greenmen"
storyback to a fantastic

lecturegivenby a visitorto
a class at Denver Univer-

sity, U.S.A.,in May, 1950.

' He foundthe
lecturer,

an
oil prospectornamed New-
ton. He thinks that Newton

was startledat the tremen-

dous interestin his tall tale,
and at the vast

gullibility

of
the public.

If Newton had remem-

bered the panic Orson
Welles caused with his "In-

vasion from Mars," broad-
cast one Sundayin 1938,he

wouldn'thave been sur-
prised.

ProfessorMenzel criticises

the United States military
authorities,particularlythe
Air ' Force. Their needless

secrecyhas causedmuch un-
necessaryfear among the
public.

The Americanpublic-and
to some extent the Australian

public,too - is afraidof
saucers.It would have

neededonly an extra touch
to triggera nation-wide

panicin U.S.A.at the height

of the saucerscare.

This is not the first time
the world has been attacked

by flying saucers.There
was a scarein 1897.They
calledit a phantomairship

then.
Airship hysteria. spread

over the whole U.S.A. In

some placesit causedreli-
gious revivals,because many
peoplebelievedthat the end
of the world was at hand.
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And, as in 1947,Irreverent

hoaxers and jokers jumped
on the waggon-or airship.

Then therewas the great
saucerof 1882-abody cal-
culatedto be about 70 miles

long,10 mileswide,and with
a speedof about10 milesa
second. Professor Menzel

has the answerto that one,
too. And to the unknown

lightsof Japan,which have
for centuries misledships'
masters off the Japanese
coast.

.
COME of the most in

terestingchapters of
the hook are thosein
which ProfessorMenzel dis-

cusses heavenly appearances

such as "sub-suns,sundogs,

solar halos, swords and
crossesin the sky," and
simple little questionslike
"How far away is the rain-
bow?"

In placeof the flying
saucershe puts a whole
range of intenselyinterest-

ing and observablepheno-
mena.

He suggests common-sense

testsfor checkingand re-
cording the appearanceof
any unusual heavenlyhap-
penings.

For anyonestill uncon-
vinced,thereare 10 pages
of mathematics at the end

of the book.Thosepages
alone are enough to send
flying saucer sightingsdown
to zero.

FLYING SAUCERS,

by DonaldH. Menzel,j
London, Putnam and
Co. Ltd. Australian

price,approx.35/.


